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Dinosaurs in Space 
 
 This is the Cernan Center program that you made a reservation to see. Below is some basic 
information about the show that should help you prepare your class for their upcoming visit. 
 
 Show title: Dinosaurs in Space 
 Grade Level: Preschool through 2nd grade 
 Length: 35 minutes 
 
 
Summary of show: 
 
 Dinosaurs in Space is a multimedia program that combines stars, panoramic scenes, 
photographs, artwork, video clips, and a variety of planetarium special effects to take young 
viewers on an imaginary trip to the Age of Dinosaurs and then into outer space. Dinosaurs in Space 
is approximately two-thirds about dinosaurs and one-third about space. The show begins with a trip 
back through time in a �time machine� to the Age of Dinosaurs. On the way back, stops are made at 
several major periods in history. These short stops include the year 1976 (the year of America�s 
bicentennial), 500 years ago to the time of the American Indians, 30,000 years ago to the last Ice 
Age and early people, and finally 100 million years ago to explore the world of dinosaurs. After 
viewers have arrived at the Age of Dinosaurs, they are introduced to dinosaur hosts Rex and 
Steggy, who introduce them to the following dinosaurs and dinosaur-like animals: 
 
Dimetrodon (early reptile)  Protoceratops   Thecodont (early dinosaur ancestor) 
Stegosaurus   Saltopus   Diplodocus 
Coelophysis   Tyrannosaurus Rex  Ornitholestes 
Allosaurus   Deinonychus   Apatosaurus (Brontosaurus) 
Archaeopteryx   Supersaurus   Ankylosaurus 
Ultrasaurus   Triceratops    
 
 Besides describing the different kinds of dinosaurs and their relative sizes, Dinosaurs in 
Space also emphasizes how dinosaurs and dinosaur-like animals differ from the more familiar 
mammals of our present world. 
 The �space� section of Dinosaurs in Space begins with an imaginary trip into space, once 
again lead by hosts Rex and Steggy. Quick stops are made at the moon, Venus, a comet, star clouds, 
and galaxies. The intention of this section is to expose audiences to the wide variety of objects 
found in space. The program concludes with a return to the present day, dropping off Rex and 
Steggy at their time in history on the way back to ours. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
Pre-visit Preparation: 
 
 Like all the dome theater shows presented at the Cernan Center, no preparations are needed 
for students to enjoy and learn from their visit. If, however, you would like to conduct some pre-
visit class discussions, you can start by using information contained in the �Summary of Show� 
and/or the �Post-visit Activities� sections of this Teacher�s Guide. 
 
 
Post-visit Activities: 
 
 After your visit to the Cernan Center, you may wish to discuss one or more of the following 
topics with your class, or perhaps have your students research the topics themselves and prepare a 
report or oral presentation. 
 
 What year were you born in? Find out several important things that happened in the world 

during you birth year. 
 
 Name and describe your favorite dinosaur? Why is it your favorite? 
 
 Name some of the ways that dinosaurs are different from one another. 
 
 How long did dinosaurs rule our planet? Why are there no dinosaurs around today? What do 

you think caused them to disappear? 
 
 How are dinosaurs different from today�s animals? 
 
 Complete an activity that shows the relative sizes of the dinosaurs, keeping in mind that the 

smallest dinosaur, Saltopus, was the size of a chicken, and that one of the largest dinosaurs, 
Ultrasaurus, was the size of the Space Shuttle. 

 
 How do you think the world would be different today if the dinosaurs hadn�t died off 65 

million years ago? 
 
 Name and describe some of the objects that you can see when you look up at the night sky? 

Perhaps you or another family member can keep a written record and description of celestial 
objects that you can observe. How are the moon, planets, and stars similar and different from 
one another? 

 
 The Cernan Center presents a weekly children�s show for the public on Sunday afternoons. For 

more information about this, please call the Cernan Center at (708) 583-3100 or visit our 
website at www.triton.edu/cernan. 

 

http://www.triton.edu/cernan.


  

            

               

              

              

 

   

              

         

          

             

            

           

           

            

         

     

            

             

              

           

            

     

   

  

 



  

          

           

   







          

  

  

   

  

   

          



  

  

  

  

   

           

   

  

 

  

   

 

         

  

  

    

  

   

               

               

       





 

               

         



               

          



     

 



     

   

 

   

    

  

  

 

     

  

  

 



    

 

 

  

 

               

               

       


