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More Than Meets the Eye
This is the Cernan Center program that you made a reservation to see. Below is some basic
information about the show that should help you prepare your class for their upcoming visit.
Show title:
Grade Level:
Length:

More Than Meets the Eye
3rd grade and up
45 minutes

Summary of show:
Unlike many planetarium shows that focus on new discoveries in astronomical research, More
Than Meets the Eye celebrates the beauty of the night sky as seen through a pair of binoculars or a
small telescope. Instead of planetary images taken by unmanned spacecraft or through the world’s
largest telescopes, More Than Meets the Eye uses original paintings by renowned space artist Tim
Kuzniar to depict how celestial objects actually appear through amateur observing equipment.
One of the first objects described in the program is the moon. Lunar surface features are
described, including the large maria or “seas,” craters and mountains. The Apollo missions to the
moon are also briefly described.
More Than Meets the Eye then describes the best planets to observe with a small telescope –
Venus, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn. Venus’ phases, Mars’ polar cap and markings, Jupiter’s cloud belts
and Great Red Spot, and Saturn’s glorious rings are described and shown as they appear in small
telescopes.
The program next turns its attention to the stars, constellations and celestial wonders that
can be found throughout the sky, as follows:
The Big Dipper (Ursa Major) The double star Alcor and Mizar
Orion the Hunter
Sirius, the brightest star in the sky
The Hyades star cluster
The Pleiades star cluster
The Great Nebula in Orion
Cassiopeia
The Andromeda Galaxy
The Crab Nebula
The Beehive cluster
The summer triangle (Vega, Deneb, Altair)
The double star Albireo
The “double-double” star in Lyra
The Ring Nebula
The Hercules Star Cluster
The Milky Way
Star clusters M6 and M7 in Scorpius
The Lagoon and Trifid Nebulae
After the prerecorded portion of More Than Meets the Eye has concluded, the Cernan
Center show operator will use the star projector to show audiences the current night sky and the
major stars, constellations and planets that can be seen on the next clear night. A brief questionand-answer period follows the live portion of the presentation.

Pre-visit Preparation:
Like all the dome theater shows presented at the Cernan Center, no preparations are needed for
students to enjoy and learn from their visit. If, however, you would like to conduct some pre-visit
class discussions, you can start by using information contained in the “Summary of Show” and/or the
“Post-visit Activities” sections of this Teacher’s Guide.
Post-visit Activities:
After your visit to the Cernan Center, you may wish to discuss one or more of the following
topics with your class, or perhaps have your students research the topics themselves and prepare a
report or oral presentation.










How do the basic types of night sky objects (stars, planets, moons, meteors, comets) differ from
one another?
Once each month, the Cernan Center sponsors a Monthly Skywatch program on a Saturday night,
which discusses the current night sky and what can be observed. Afterwards, the public is invited
to look through telescopes set up on the front lawn of the Cernan Center (weather permitting) to
observe for themselves the visible planets, craters on the moon and other celestial objects. If
students don’t have access to a telescope, they can always attend a Monthly Skywatch to look
through ours. Call the Cernan Center at (708) 583-3100 or visit our website at
www.triton.edu/cernan for upcoming dates.
What are the stars made of? Are they all the same? How does our star (the sun) compare to other
stars?
By connecting the stars into different shapes, constellations are made. What ancient civilization
developed many of the constellations we see today? What are some of the myths and stories
behind these celestial figures?
Everything in space moves. Learn about rotation, revolution and gravity. What are some typical
speeds that celestial bodies move in space? (e.g. the earth spins at the rate of about 1,000 miles
per hour, and it’s circling the sun at a speed of approximately 66,000 miles per hour)
What else is found in space besides stars? What is a galaxy and approximately how many are
there in the universe?

  
            
               
              
              
 

   
              
         
          

            
            
           
           

           
         
     
            
             
              
           

           
     
   
  
 

  
    
     
           
   





         
  
  
   
  
 
 

         

  
  
  
  
 
 

          
   
  
 
  
   
 

        
  
  
    
  
 
 
               
               
       



 
               
         

               
          

   
 

 


   
 
   
 
   
  
  
  
 

 

     
  
  
 

  
 
 
  
 

 

               
               
       

