A Teacher’s Guide to

THE GREAT BARRIER
REEF

Presented by the
Cernan Earth and Space Center
Triton College
River Grove, Illinois

  
    


                
               
               
         

     
               
                
          
              
                
               
               
               
         
              
            
               
              
               
                 
             
    
               
              
              
               
               
             

                
                
           
                    
          

   
                  
    

             
                 
               
      

              
                 
                     
                
                 
               
   

               
                
                 
                 
              
      

             
                
          

             
                   
                 


   
      
                    
              
                
      




               
                   
                  
               
                
    

            
                 
              
                
                 
                   
                 
          

           
                   
                  
             

       
     


    

            
         
               

             
            
   

   
                 
 

    
                 
              
                 
               
                   
              
      

   
                  
                  
                
   

  
               
                
             

  
              
                 
     

  
                 
     

  
               
                 
             

 
                 
        

 
                   
                 
                 
              

 
               

  
             
         

   
               
             
 

 
               
                 


              
             
              
               

                
    
                
             
       

The Great Barrier Reef
This is the Cernan Center program that you made a reservation to see. Below is some basic
information about the show that should help you prepare your class for their upcoming visit.
Show title:
Grade Level:
Length:

The Great Barrier Reef
All ages, but best for 3rd grade and up
47 minutes

Summary of show:
The Great Barrier Reef is a spectacular C-360 wraparound film that is projected onto the
entire dome screen of the Cernan Center theater. It describes one of the great natural wonders of the
world – the Great Barrier Reef – that stretches for more than 1,200 miles along the coast of
northeast Australia. Larger than Great Britain, the Great Barrier Reef is undoubtedly the greatest
structure on earth built entirely by living things.
The film first discusses water itself and the various ways it is so important for life of all kinds.
Water comprises life, transports it, nurtures it, incubates it, and often molds its very shapes. For
organisms living in water, this medium is also vital for the transmission and absorption of the lifegiving energy of sunlight.
The Great Barrier Reef then tells the story of the reef – how it was formed, the living things
that inhabit it, how man studies it, the complex relationships that exists between the living parts of
the reef, and how fragile the reef is despite its enormous size. The living things presented include
the following: corals (they’re animals, not plants), starfish, the hermit crab, many species of fish,
sponges, the manta ray, sharks, moray eel, turtles, and some of the birds and wildlife that inhabit
adjacent islands. The film emphasizes the relationships among these various living things and the
endless drama of life that is played out day and night in countless ways along the reef.
At the back of this Teacher’s Guide, you will find more detailed information on the concepts
and creatures appearing in the film, a vocabulary list, some aboriginal folk tales, and a map of
Australia showing the location of the reef relative to the continent. A brief question-and-answer
period follows the presentation.

Pre-visit Preparation:
Like all the dome theater shows presented at the Cernan Center, no preparations are needed
for students to enjoy and learn from their visit. If, however, you would like to conduct some previsit class discussions, you can start by using information contained in the “Summary of Show”
and/or the “Post-visit Activities” sections of this Teacher’s Guide.
Post-visit Activities:
For this Teacher’s Guide, the producer of the Great Barrier Reef has supplied a series of
handouts for each reserving group.

  
            
               
              
              
 

   
              
         
          

            
            
           
           

           
         
     
            
             
              
           

           
     
   
  
 

  
    
     
           
   





         
  
  
   
  
 
 

         

  
  
  
  
 
 

          
   
  
 
  
   
 

        
  
  
    
  
 
 
               
               
       



 
               
         

               
          

   
 

 


   
 
   
 
   
  
  
  
 

 

     
  
  
 

  
 
 
  
 

 

               
               
       

