A Teacher’s Guide to

THE LITTLE STAR
THAT COULD

Presented by the
Cernan Earth and Space Center
Triton College
River Grove, Illinois

  
    


                
               
               
         

     
               
                
          
              
                
               
               
               
         
              
            
               
              
               
                 
             
    
               
              
              
               
               
             

                
                
           
                    
          

   
                  
    

             
                 
               
      

              
                 
                     
                
                 
               
   

               
                
                 
                 
              
      

             
                
          

             
                   
                 


   
      
                    
              
                
      




               
                   
                  
               
                
    

            
                 
              
                
                 
                   
                 
          

           
                   
                  
             

       
     


    

            
         
               

             
            
   

   
                 
 

    
                 
              
                 
               
                   
              
      

   
                  
                  
                
   

  
               
                
             

  
              
                 
     

  
                 
     

  
               
                 
             

 
                 
        

 
                   
                 
                 
              

 
               

  
             
         

   
               
             
 

 
               
                 


              
             
              
               

                
    
                
             
       

The Little Star That Could
This is the Cernan Center program that you made a reservation to see. Below is some basic
information about the show that should help you prepare your class for their upcoming visit.
Show title:
Grade Level:
Length:

The Little Star That Could
Preschool through 2nd grade
35 minutes

Summary of show:
The Little Star That Could is a multimedia program that follows the adventure of a
character named Little Star, who travels the galaxy in search of his own planets. In his travels, he
meets many different kinds of stars, learns about double stars and star clusters, and makes an
amazing discovery about himself.
In the beginning of this show, Little Star – like all stars – is born from a cloud of dust and gas.
He soon realizes that he is an average star surrounded by much larger and brighter stars. Armed
with little more knowledge than this, Little Star sets out on a quest to explore space. Shortly after
his journey begins, he encounters Old Star, who suggests that Little Star “get himself some planets
and find a name for himself.” Old Star sends Little Star on a trip to meet other stars – a big, red star
named Big Daddy that’s nearing the end of its life, a large, white super-giant star named Pearl that
is about to go supernova, an angry Blue-White Star, and Goldie and Sapphire, a lovely pair of
double stars.
In his journey through space, Little Star also discovers a shimmering globe of stars called a
globular cluster, and hears the immense voice of the Milky Way Galaxy. It is the Milky Way
Galaxy that tells Little Star that he does in fact have nine very small planets. Little Star squints and
strains his eyes and finally sees the nine small planets that are orbiting around him.
Little Star asks his nine planets to identify themselves. One by one, he hears from the nine
planets – Mercury, Venus, Pluto, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, Jupiter, Mars, and finally Earth. Little
Star then asks his planets to name themselves again, this time in their order from the sun. He
invents a clever way to remember their distance – “My Video Eye May Just Show Us Nine
Planets.” Finally, the planets tell Little Star that his name is Sol and that they are his solar system.
A brief question-and-answer period follows the presentation.

Pre-visit Preparation:
Like all the dome theater shows presented at the Cernan Center, no preparations are needed
for students to enjoy and learn from their visit. If, however, you would like to conduct some previsit class discussions, you can start by using information contained in the “Summary of Show”
and/or the “Post-visit Activities” sections of this Teacher’s Guide.

Post-visit Activities:
After your visit to the Cernan Center, you may wish to discuss one or more of the following
topics with your class, or perhaps have your students research the topics themselves and prepare a
report or oral presentation.











Review the different types of stars mentioned in the program. What is a star made of? How is a
star’s color related to its temperature?
Ask your students to describe the many different kinds of night sky objects (e.g. stars, planets,
the moon, meteors, and comets). How are each of these objects different from one another?
How are they similar?
Constellations are imaginary star pictures made by connecting stars. Have your class name
some of the major constellations. Find and distribute a simple star map to help your students
(with the assistance of a parent or adult) locate constellations that are currently visible in the
nighttime sky.
Ask your students to bring in a space picture (from a magazine or book) and have each student
describe what their picture shows and why they like it. This project is meant to emphasize the
beauty of the night sky, so don’t worry if the scientific content is minimal. Astronomy is not
just about science -- it is beautiful as well!
The Little Star That Could provides a convenient way to remember the order of the nine planets
of our solar system – “My Video Eye May Just Show Us Nine Planets.” Another popular
mnemonic device is “My Very Educated Mother Just Served Us Nine Pizzas.” Can your
students come up with any other ways to remember the order of the nine planets.
The Cernan Center presents a weekly children’s show for the public on Sunday afternoons. For
more information about this, please call the Cernan Center at (708) 583-3100 or visit our
website at www.triton.edu/cernan.

  
            
               
              
              
 

   
              
         
          

            
            
           
           

           
         
     
            
             
              
           

           
     
   
  
 

  
    
     
           
   





         
  
  
   
  
 
 

         

  
  
  
  
 
 

          
   
  
 
  
   
 

        
  
  
    
  
 
 
               
               
       



 
               
         

               
          

   
 

 


   
 
   
 
   
  
  
  
 

 

     
  
  
 

  
 
 
  
 

 

               
               
       

